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What is a good death?



Typologies of Human Dignity
(Sulmasy, 2013)

• Intrinsic 

§ ‘Worth’ or ‘value’ that human beings have, simply because they are human
§ Attributed to all human beings 
§ Not diminished by illness

§ Attributed
§ Conferred; on the basis of skills, virtues, power, position
§ “Created” value 

§ Inflorescent 
§ Expressed in behaviors, actions and states that demonstrate the highest ideals 

of one’s nature



Human dignity
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Inviolability (ḥurmah)

§ Human body is considered sacred (both deceased and 
alive)

§ Negative rights

Inviolability can be threatened... 

i. Through violation of the body’s intactness 

ii. Through violation of the body’s functionality

iii. By objectification of the body



(Sunan Ibn Majah 3933) ُُھضُرْعِوَُ ھُلامَوَُ ھمَُد مٌارَحَ مِلِسْمُلْا ىلَعَ مِلِسْمُلْا ُّلك

-Inviolability from belonging to a community, all members equivalent à 
negative “right”

(Sunan Abi Dawud 3207) َّیمَلْا مِظْعَ رُسْك ا<یحَ هِرِسْكَكَ تِِ

- Inviolability extends to dead state à negative “right”

ھِتِرَوصُ ىلَعَ مََدآ قَلَخَ Lََّا َّنِإَفَ ھجْوَلْا بِنَِتجَْیلَْفُ هاخََأ مْكُُدحََأ لََتاَق اَذإِ
      (Sahih Muslim 2612)

-Human form is “special” à imago Dei 

Scriptural sources: Intrinsic dignity



(Sunan Ibn Majah 3712) ُ هومُرِكَْأَف مٍوَْق مُیرِكَ مُْكاَتَأ اَذإِ

-Honor conferred by others à positive right

َّنإِۚ  اوُفرَاَعَتلِ لَِئاَبَقوَ اًبوُعُش مُْكاَنلَْعجَوَ ىَٰثنُأوَ رٍكََذ نمِّ مُكاَنقَْلخَ اَّنإِ سُاَّنلا اھَُّیَأ اَی
(Quran 49:13) رٌیِبخَ مٌیلِعَ Oََّا َّنإِۚ  مُْكاَقْتَأ Oَِّاَ دنعِ مُْكمَرَكَْأ

-Righteous deeds elevate in sight of Godà gradations of merit

Scriptural sources: Attributed dignity



Seerah gives an account of the Prophet ’s final days: 

§ Choosing the afterlife
§ Incident at Baqi and on Aisha’s lap à  Higher Companion

§ Settling affairs of this world: 
§ Asked companions to take retribution for injury or take back loan money

§ Rejection of (futile) medicine; acceptance of impending death

§ Desire for siwak à Decorum and dignity

What about Inflorescent Dignity



Death Constructs: A Fusion of Facts & Values & Behaviors



Definition= techniques and procedures that artificially replace the function of vital  organs, without which life 
cannot be sustained

§ Examples
§ Replacement technologies

§ Mechanical ventilation – replaces pulmonary function
§ Extracorporeal membrane oxygenation (ECMO)- replaces cardiopulmonary functions
§ Dialysis – replaces kidney functions

§ Supportive technologies
§ Left Ventricular Assist Device (LVAD)- supports cardiac function
§ Vasopressors- medications that provide cardiac and circulatory support

§ General adjunctive therapies
§ Antibiotics
§ Sedatives
§ Intravenous Fluids
§ Tube feeds vs Total parenteral nutrition

§ Other
§ CPR

The Con(nuum of Life Saving/Sustaining Treatments



Obligation to initiate or continue life 
support ceases to exist

1. When the clinical state of a patient is such 
that medical care is “futile” (harms >> 
benefit) 

2. When individuals have “brain dead 
physiology”  (no outcome benefit)

à Assessing QOL as mukallaf potential for 
determining goals-of-care



A Theological Marker for QoL

o Mukallaf (a morally liable individual)
• Maintains sufficient cognitive capacity for assessing benefits and harms 

of actions 
• ‘aql (full intellect) à tamyiz (discernment) à rushd (uprightness) 

o Mukallaf potential
• Covers children and non-Muslims

o Exceptions: 
• Irreversibly non-Mukallaf individuals (prior to disease or injury)
• These may demand greater protection from harms à best interests
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