
What is Islamic Bioethics?

o Defn: a discourse that uses the Islamic tradition to address moral questions 
and ethical issues arising out of the biomedical sciences and allied health 
practice.  
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“Islam-ic”   “Bio”  “ethics”

Islamic Spin on Contemporary Bioethics?

Islamic Ethics applied to Biomedicine?

-Quran & Sunnah
-Islamicate

-Muslim
-Not contrary to Q&S

-Health
-Medical
-Societal
-Political

-Law
-Virtues & Morals

-Professional Standards



ISLAMIC BIOETHICS
o Tied to scriptural sources & bearers of tradition 

• Theology/Philosophy - Theological (Usuli/Kalami/Maqasidi) Concepts = Production/End-goal
• Legal Ethics - Fiqhi Literature = Moral Status of Action
• Practical (Virtue) Ethics - Adabi Literature  = Agent-focused

o Multidisciplinary Deliberation
• Empirical + Sociological + Normative

o Multi-tier Analysis
• Theoretical à Practical à Applied

o Not Muslim Bioethics
• The sociological study of how Muslims respond to ethical challenges



End-goals for an Islamic Bioethics Practice

o What can I do à What should I do?
• Islam permissibility (legal minimum) à `ihsān (perfected optimum)

o Connect the production of “good” to being “good”
• The action, agent and intention must be in sync
• God-centric adab 
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Theological Deliberation

§ Reconcile the Prophetic “directive” 
to seek care and a reward for 
abstaining 

§ Acknowledge zones of certainty 
§ God brings about cure
§ Medicine is probabilistic

ََّ) َّنِإَف اوْوَاَدَتِ َّ)َ داَبعِ اَی مَْعَن" لَاَق ىوَاَدَتَنَ لاَأِ 4َّ لَوسُرَ اَی بُارَعَْلأا تَِلاَق لَاَق
 امَوَِ َّ) لَوسُرَ اَی اوُلاَق." اًدحِاوَ ءًاَد َّلاِإ ءًاوََد لَاَق وَْأ ءًاَفشُِ ھَل عَضَوَ َّلاِإ ءًاَد عْضََی مَْل

." مُرَھَلْا" لَاَق وَُھ
  Jami` at-Tirmidhi 2038

َلاوَ نَوُقرَْتسَْیَ لاوَ نَووَُتكَْیَ لا نَیذَِّلا مُُھ" لَاَقَف ملسو ھیلع الله ىلص ُّيِبَّنلا جَرَخََف
“ نَوُلَّكوََتَی مْھِِّبرَ ىَلعَوَ نَورَُّیطََتَی

   Jami` at-Tirmidhi 2446



The moral status of healthcare seeking

A restricted zone of moral obligation: 

§ Provides variability within Islamically permissible courses of action

§ Leaves room for personal values to influence choices

Perception “religious individuals tend to seek greater amounts of clinical 
intervention” but: 

§ For Muslims the “obligation” is narrowly circumscribed 


