




 

 

9. Reflect on the implications of the purpose of human life from the three different perspectives 

discussed (Islamic view, neuroscience reductionist view, and artificial intelligence).  

A: Islam - What does it mean to be human? - To have a soul 

- What is the purpose of life? - To develop the soul 

■ Neuroscientists - What does it mean to be human? - To have a brain (to have 

just a physical body) 

- What is the purpose of life? - We would not be able to derive a purpose 

of life from just a mere body deduction. 

■ Artificial Intelligence - What does it mean to be human? - To act like a human 

- What is the purpose of life? - No real purpose if AI is only here to mimic 

human behavior. 

 

 

10. Contrast the Neuroscientific Reductionism view with the Islamic worldview regarding the nature of 

existence and human experience.  Provide examples and arguments supporting your evaluation. 

A: Neuroscientific Reductionism view - The world consists of only physical objects.  The only 

things that exist are things that can be measured, everything else does not exist. This is an 

Incomplete view of the world.  The Islamic worldview consists of physical and metaphysical 

things in which these physical objects have metaphysical properties called qualia.  These 

physical objects also have a meaning and purpose. Therefore, a human being is a composite of 

both physical and metaphysical properties: the Soul & the Body. 

 

 

 


