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To the Workshop Participant 

  
The Initiative on Islam and Medicine (II&M), the National Kidney Foundation Illinois and Gift of 
Hope, thank you for your participation in our workshops.   
  
Our gathering seeks to live out the Qur’anic imperatives to gain knowledge and petition God to increase us in 
knowledge, and to live out the Prophetic directive to seek knowledge that benefits ourselves and others. Our aim in 
this project is to improve knowledge about organ donation within the Muslim community. By filling 
in knowledge gaps and dispelling myths, we will empower individuals to make informed decisions, 
ones that align with their values and ideals.  
  
During the workshop, you will acquire knowledge on living organ donation. You will come to understand 
key ethical constructs and concepts of Islam, acquire knowledge on the biomedical and religious 
aspects of organ donation, and discuss these materials with community members. At the end of this 
workshop, you will Insha’Allah be able to navigate complex medical decisions with members of your 
family and community.   
  
We thank you again for being a part of these workshops. If you have any questions or concerns, 
please contact name at email@gmail.com or call 555-555-5555.  
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Organ Donation 

 

AGENDA 

8.30 – 8.45 
Registration, Breakfast 

 
8.45 – 8.55 

Welcome, Survey explanation 
 

8.55 – 9.30  
Pre-Survey Assessment 

 
9.30 – 10.10 

Biomedical Aspects of Living Organ Donation  
Dr. Saunders 

 
10.10 – 10.40 

Organ Transplant in the U.S.  
Megan Craig 

 
10.40 – 10.55 
Coffee/Tea 

 
10.55 – 11.50  

Islamic Perspectives on Living Organ Donation  
Dr. Padela 

 
11.50 – 12.45 

Facilitated Group Discussions  
Peer Educators 

 
12.45 – 13.15 

Post-Survey Assessment, gift cards 
 

13.15 
Dhuhr Prayer & Lunch 
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ORGAN DONATION WORKSHOP SPEAKERS 

 

 

 

 
Dr. Aasim I. Padela - “Islamic Perspectives on Living Organ Donation”  
 
Dr. Padela is the director of the Initiative on Islam and Medicine, associate 
professor of medicine at the University of Chicago and faculty at the MacLean 
Center for Clinical Medical Ethics and the Divinity School. He is dually-trained 
in medicine and in Islam. His scholarship focuses on the intersection of 
community health and religion, and he has extensive experience in community-
based, health education research and in conducting Islamic bioethics workshops. 
In his talk he will explore the different religious perspectives on living organ 
donation and their underlying concepts.  
 

 

 
 

 
Dr. Milda Saunders - “Biomedical Aspects of Living Organ Donation” 
 
Dr. Saunders is an assistant professor of medicine at the University of Chicago, 
and faculty at the MacLean Center for Clinical Medical Ethics. She serves as the 
living donor advocate physician for the University’s Transplant Center and has 
carried out extensive research and teaching related to organ donation and 
transplant ethics. Her presentation will address the medical aspects of living 
organ donation and she will discuss both the benefits and risks of 
transplantation.  

 

 

 
Megan Craig - “Organ Transplant in the U.S.” 
 
Megan Craig is the director of programs at the National Kidney Foundation of 
Illinois. She became involved with the foundation after donating a kidney in 
2011, and left her former career as a journalist to run patient and professional 
programs for NKFI. Her talk will provide an overview of the procedural aspects 
of organ donation, both living and deceased, in the United States.  
 

 

PROJECT PEER EDUCATORS 

 

Moussa Abdelhak • Raed Aluofi • Mubashira Aziz • Anam El-Jabali • Mariam Eldeib • Masood 

Iqbal • Saleha Jabeen • Taher Kehil • Mushtaq Merchant • Afroz Rafi • Nancy Romancheck 
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